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Merr: :^s Men on

San Marcos Punished
on Slight Pretext.

V'.t

Soldiers Herded Like Cattle
Between Decks Reeking

with Filth,

Six DAYS OF HORROR,

Sick and Wounded Sieap in
Rough Board Bunks Witho

out Bedding
THE FOOD BAD AND WATER FOUL

Men on the Transport Arrested for

Talking, and the Captain Fires on

a Tugboat Captain Who, ApproachesToo Near,

No cattle ship that over entered this port
could rival in filthy decks the United
States transport San Marcos when she
steamed into the Upper Bay from Key
West yesterday, with 513 enlisted men

packed below decks. They were lodged in

filth, they say, during the entire six days'
voyage. They declare that Captain Abner
H. Merrill, their military commander, is a

martinet, and had them locked up on the

Blightefet pretext.
They had insufficient food and of the

coarsest sort. On reaching the Upper Bay
the captain refused shore leave even to

+v>r>co hnvintr relatives In New York. and
threatened to have the first man who
cheered arrested.
Tugs and excursion craft were warned

away by Captain Merrill, and he sent a

shot from his revolver across the bows < f
a tug with two ladles In the pilot house,
because the tug captain had ventured to
steam closer when Merrill shouted to him
to "sheer off."
The air in the quarters where the troops

were compelled to eat and sleep on the
San Marcos was so foul as to be nauseating.The sections were slimy with filth
and the food the men displayed as one full
meal would not have satisfied a cat.
A complete examination of the ship was

made by a Journal reporter, while Captain
Merrill snored in his comfortable cabin,
yesterday afternoon, with a guard at the
door to prevent intrusion. The men on
deck spoke ifi low tones for fear of awak-
eiiine this areat man. who had ordered the
troops not to talk on the upper deck under
penalty of arrest.
The San Marcos brought Tom panics F>

and M of the Third Texas Volunteers. 208
men; Batteries A and B of the First Artillery,200 men, and 305 sick and wounded
soldiers from various regiments, who were
In the ship's'hospital.

Sick Slept on Boards.
This was on the main deck, and the sick

and wounded were compelled to sleep in
bunks no better than potato bins. The
bunks were wooden platforms held by
four upright posts. There were three platformsto each set of posts, and the men

V|> C,-r,rr, iv,lUn<r .ff h,r hnnrrl-
ijr the sides and ends, which made the

. tings shallow, oh lone: boxes six inches
deep. Three men slept In each of these
bunks with nothing: hut a blanket between
thorn and the boards.
The sick were removed on the steamer

Genera} Meijrs as soon as possible after the
transport's arrival, and were distributed
anion? tive various post hospitals, some
heir.;: sent to David's Island, others to Governor'sIsland, and nine members of the
Engineer Corps to the New York Hospital.
Major T). >.r. Apple hi charge of the distributionof sick soldiers, superintended the

tr nsfer.
The troops were eating tiieir dinner when

the Journal man boarded the vessel as she
lay at anchor off Liberty Island. Half a
dozen soldiers had braved the wrath of
Captain Merrill and ascended to the upper
deck forward to cat the little that had
been allowed them in the fresh open air.
They knew that in venturing to the upper
deck they invited arrest ana imprisonment
In the ship's brig.
Heads \\ ere craned front port holes as

tin- boat drew near the ship and one poor
chap who looked as If he needed a square
meal said: "Have you anything to eat in
that d>oat?" On board the men clustered
around, and Sergeant MeCloud, of Company
I>, Third Texas Volunteers, who gave up
the city editorship of the Daily Enterprise,
of Peaumont, Texas, to join his regiment,
led the way to the main deck.
Forward of the engine rooms on this

deck nr" the ranges where the men's food
was cooked. One meal for eneh man con-

elsted of two pieces of hard tack, one small
biscuit, a small piece of bacon as large as
two fingers and about two-thirds of a pint
of coffee of the bootleg variety. The
coffee was black as ink. There was no
milk put in it and it tasted vile. In t.he
space forward of the engine room on the
main deck the men were standing so close-1
iy that: thcv were scarcely able to eat the
ml sera bio food they had received.

Itcelts Slippery AVitli Filth.
The decks were so slippery from accumulatedfilth that it was difficult to

stand on them. Below on the orlop or
lowest deck of all 150 men were munchingat their camp rations. On the main
deck, adjacent to the hospital ward, on
either side of the ship, were the two toilet!
rooms, the onlv ones which the troops
could use. The sanitary arrangements
here were utterly inadequate. The air of
the single hospital ward during the voyage
was such that some of the men who were
sick grew worse on the trip and had to be
carried 'on stretchers aboard the Meigs
yesterday. >

"It is unnecessary," said Sergeant McCloud,"to depend on the testimony of
any one on the ship as to what these men
have had to put up with. The sick have
tinrl no better nnnrters thnn the men wlin
were* well, but they have had proper food
to eat and careful attendance. There
were five female nurses on board during
the voyage. The men who were 'not in
the hospital have had the most outrageous
treatment. They have not only not had
enough to eat, but the food offered was
of the sort to make a well man sick. It
Mas fat bacon fried in fat, with nothing
to wash it dotvn but coffee which tasted
like filthy water. The condensed water

* which we had was of the foulest kind.
The only decent water we had during the

Continued on Second Page.

word of science, are destined to-morrow to
lose all their vnlue In consequence of some
fresh discovery in the same fields.
"National culture, economic progress and

the production of wealth are either paralyzedor checked In development. Moreover,in proportion as the armaments of
the powers increase, they less and less fulfilthe objects the governments have set beforethemselves.
''The economic erlsts, due 111 great

pari to the system of armaments
Poutrance, and the continual dangerwhich lies in this massing of
war material, are transforming the
armed peace of our days into a
crusihiuR- burden which the peoples
have more and more difficulty in
hearing:.

"It* appears evident that If this state of
things were to be prolonged it would inevitablylead to the very cataclysm It is desiredto avert, mid the horrors whereof

grown especially pronounced m mc com1

sciences of civilized nations; and the pres-i
erration of peace has been put forward
as an object of international policy. It is
in its name that great States have concludedbetween themselves powerful alliances.

"It. is the better to guarantee peace that
they have developed in proportion hitherto
unprecedented their military forces and
still continue to increase them, without
shrinking from any sacrifice.
"Nevertheless, all these efforts have not

yet been able to bring about the beneficent
result desired.pacification.
"The financial charges following

the upward march strike at the very
root of pnlilic prosperity. The Intel-
1/eetnal and physical strenjarth of the
nations' labor and oapital are mostlydiverted from their natural applicationand are unprodiictively con-
sallied.
"Hundreds of millions ar© devoted to ae-!

quiring terrible engines of destruction.
Oinnnii tn-ilnv rpfrnrrtpil ns flip Inst

pose, it is likely to have important effects.
There is v.o doubt that with Russia takingthe lead In such a step, Germany,

France and the other nations will be ready
to follow.

Tlie Czar's Note.
The text of the note follows: - Z- ?"
"The maintenance of general peace and

the possible reduction of the excessive
armaments which weigh upon all nations
present themselves in existing conditions
to the whole world as an ideal toward
wjilch the endeavors of all governments
should be directed.
"The humanitarian and magnanimous

ideas of His Majesty the Etnperor, my
august master, have been won over to this
view in the conviction that this lofty aim
Is in conformity with the most essential
interests and legitimate views of all the
powers; and the imperial Government
thinks the present moment would be very
favorable to seeking the means.
"International discussion is the most

effectual means of insuring all peoples'
benefit.a real, durable peace, above all,
putting an end to the progressive developmentof the present armaments.

Universal Desire for Peace.

"In the course of the last twenty years
the longing for general appeasement has

Armaments
St. Petersburg:, Aug. 28..By order of

Emperor Nicholas, Count Murav^eff, the
Foreign Minister, on August 24 handed to
the foreign diplomats at St. Petersburg a

note declaring that the maintenance of peace
and the reduction of the excessive armamentsnow crushing nil nations is the ideal
for which all governments ought to stride,
The Czar considers the present moment

favorable for the inauguration* of a movementlooking to this end, and Invited the
powers to take part in an international con-!
ference as a means of thus assuring real
and lasting peace and terminating the progressiveincrease of armaments.
London, Auk. 38..The Czar's propositionfor an international conference for

the pui-pose of securing real and lasting
peace among the powers and the terminationof the progressive increase in armaments,as conveyed in a note from Count
Muravieff, the Russian Foreign Minister,
to the foreign diplomats at St. Petersburg,
is likely to produce a sensation through;
out Europe, and, coming from such a quarterand with such evident sincerity of pur-

Emperor Nicholas, Cz
Perhaps the most startling proelamat

note to the powers, urging universal pea(
that end. The physical and Intellectus
being sapped by the burden of great anc

He Startles Europe
International Coi
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ar of All the Russias.
ion of the century is the Czar's forma!

and calling for a mighty conference to
ii strength of the nations, he urges,
1 constantly increasing armaments.

e by a Call for an
iference.Wants
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make every thinking being shudder in advance.»l; JIIIS,3!30®iS
To Avert tli:e Delngre.

"To put an end to these incessant armamentsand to seek the means of warding
off the calamities which are threatening the
whole world.such is the supreme duty todayimposed upon all States.
"Filed with this idea. His Majesty has

been pleased to command me to propose to
all the governments whose representatives
are accredited to the imperial court the as-

sembllng of a conference which shall oc-

cupy itself with this grave problem.
"This conference will be. by the help of

God. a happy presage for the century which
is about to open. It would converge into
one powerful focus the efforts of all States
sincerely seeking to make the great conceptionof universal peace triumph over the
elements of trouble and discord, and it
would, at the same time, cement their
agreement by a corporate consecration of
the principles of equity and right whereon
rest the security of States and the welfare
of peoples."
(Rome. Aug:. 28..The Czar's note has

made a profound impression here. Some of
the newspapers applaud, while others greet
the communication with reserve or distrust.

LONDON PRESS ON
CZAR'S PROPOSAL.

Fear That the Bright Peace
Dream of the Young EmperorCan Never Be Realized.
London, Ang, 29..The Daily Graphic

this morning, referring to the proposal of
Emperor Nicholas ( for an international
peace conference, says:

"It would he idle to attempt t.o ignore
the many and grave difficulties standing in
the way of the attainment of the Czar's
wishes, but it cannot be possible to doubt
the sincerity of the magnanimous proposal."
The Standard, speaking editorially of the

Czar's proposal, says:
"In England, at least, respect and sympathywill he felt for the proposal. It is a

conception well worthy of the young sovereign.It is painfully obvious that there
are enormous difficulties to be overcome
which, it is possible, the Czar, in his ardor
ami humuna pnthn«ii« fftri hn« -n rvt motnrolr

considered.
"It is a vision which has occurred to

many minds, but has always had to be dismissedas a mere dream. The nations are
not likely to cast away the sword unless
they have a better warrant than paper
protocols and conventions.
"Moreover, the movement does not seem

altogether propitious. New armed nations
are arising in Asia and America whom it
might not be easy to convince of the
safety and desirability of abandoning the
enterprise on which they have embarked
with so much energy."
Enumerating the many obstacles to the

attainment of the object sought, the
Standard suggests that the Czar has the
matter largely in his own hands,- adding:
"If Russia would abandon her menacing

and aggressive policy in China and elsewherethe era of universal peace would
be perceptibly nearer."
The Times correspondent in St. Petersburgsavs:
"The proposal for a conference which

was made by the Czar on Wednesday,
through the medium of the foreign Ambassadorat St. Petersburg, had bCen kept
profoundly secret until to-day, at the expresswish of Count Muravieff, the Foreign

?4-A..C.+

mulgated on the day of the unveiling of
the monument In the Kremlin to AlexanderII.
"There is reason to believe that it

formed the subject of communications betweenthe courts of St. Petersburg and
Berlin some time previously, and In all
probability the support of Germany, at
least, was secured in advance.
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troops for this camp. Her^siick report has
not yet come ashore.
Another transport has been sighted. It

is probably the Bay State, which is due.
The Bay State has a long list of sick
aboard. It is said, and orders have been
received to send her on to Boston, where
the sick, will be distributed among the hospitalsand the others landed at Fort Warren.
A EARTHQUAKES

IN 5 MINUTES.

San Francisco, Aug. 28..This city has
not only been shaken once, but four times
in rapid succession in the short space of
live minutes. None of the shocks was

severe, but the rapidity of their occurrence

,was auite nerre-trying for the time.

iever.

They say his condition is undoubtedly
due to the bad air and foul water of the
military camps he has just visited in order
to Investigate the condition of New York
troops. The Surgeon-General went to the
camp at Dunloring, Va.; Chickamauga, Ga.,
and Fernandina, Fla., at the request of
Governor Black. His report on the conditionof New York troops was so serious
that the Governor refused to make It public,though he went to Washington to
urge that the various regiments be returned
without delay to their homes. Governor
Black wanted the Surgeon-General to go
to Washington with him, but he was too
ill. and coming here was taken direct from
the train to the hospital. To-night he is
resting well and the physiclahs hope for
his speedy recovery.

MORE TRANSPORTS
REACH MONTAIK.

%

Obdam Arrives and a Vessel
Supposed to Be the Bay

State Is Sighted.
Camp Wikoff, Montauk, L. I., Aug. 28..

The transport Obdam arrived from Sanii,in. . i.:...

About twenty men were sngntiy snaKen

up and cut, but are able to get about. No

officers were injured.
Other companies following in the second

and third section were flagged in time to

prevent further accident.
W. G. MASSARENB, Adjutant.

Several weeks ago the physicians at Fernandinacomplained that the camp was so

near the swamps that it was extremely unhealthy,more than two hundred of the
men of the Sixty-ninth Regiment being ill
with fever. The order came to move the
men to Huntsville, Ala., and the troops
were on their way to the new camp.

GEN. TERRY MAY
ESCAPE TYPHOID.

Physicians Say Foul Air and
Water of Camps Caused

His Illness.
Utica, Aug. 28..rJ^he physicians attendingSurgeon-General Terry, who is ill in

the Homeopathic Hospital here, say that
as yet there is no indication of typhoid

vine irom r e.rnanaina, ma. in response to

the Journal's Inquiry the following dis-
patch was received:

"Birmingham, Ala., Aug. 28.
"Editor New York Journal:
The first section of the Sixty-ninth New

York Infantry train, containing Companies
E, G, A and L, en route from Fernandina,
Fla., to Huntsville, Ala., was wrecked
twelve miles north of here.
Private Peter Farly, of Company G, was

killed.
Several were injured, among them being

Sergeant J. J. Manning, of Company E,
who was injured in the back and ribs;

Quartermaster Sergeant Frank P. Glennon.
of Company G, whose left leg was broken

and his right leg cut near the thigh; PrivateThomas Kildine. of Company G, was

crushed about the body and legs.
These are the only serious cases.

69IH TROOPS
MAIGLEDIN WRECK

Transportation Train Meets
with an Accident Near

Birmingham,
PRIVATE FARLY KILLED.

Sergeant Manning, Sergeant
Glennon and Private

Kildine Hurt.

OTHER MEN ARE SHAKEN UP.

None of the Officers Injured.Soldiers
Were on Their Way from Fernandinato the New Camp

at Huntsville.

Reports reached this city last night that
the train containing a section of the SixtyninthNew York Regiment was wrecked
in Alabama while on the way to Hunts-
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ALGER BLA
CAMP COIN

the officers
CAMP TAMPA, .

CAMP THOMAS, . , j
CAMP ALGER, .

CAMP WIKOFF, GENS.

officers; held
CAMP AT JACKSONVILLE,
SANTIAGO, .

ALGER SAY
^HESE camps were all
®- their business to lo

1%^ ** 4-e

or rne regular army. ^amp Aign won

General Fitzhugh Lee, who Is a gradua
have. He has kept his command in be

"He had the advantage of artesia
"He had no advantage at all," re

health of his men as he should. He 01

they were obeyed. The result was that

expect disease to break out, with only
disease.

"Another example of the effective
amauga in the Eighth Massachusetts,
after that of his corps. The result was

the time this report was made to me.

"These two commanders simply p
the day they were filled with lime and

splendidly effective.
"These camps were all in <

look after the health of the men;
men had everything they needed
it. Yet there is nothing said i

that the only person to be criticif
"Will an investigation be ordered to fl:

V
"That Is something 1 nave not uemueu

"I could not order an invest!;
to throw off some of the responsl
and I hope it Trill be a thorongl
"Did not the commanders of the cam]

"Yes, they reported that the men iver

cated.
"It vras not until the newspi

War 'Department knew anything:
'"Some people are disposed to hold thi

camps do not report directly to the Surgeon
report to me. If the medical officers ever

men I never heard of it until the newspapt
into the situation. As soon as the facts w<

the camps moved and to supply any deflciei

"Who is responsible, Mr. Secretary, fo
''(ieneral Shatter; and the co

had not ordered the advance w

tGieneru.1 Sumner, General Wheel
our army and won the day wan G
were strong- and In good e-onditi
hearts of the Spanish and final 1

"If they had waited until all the supp
have been made in the midst of the terribh
from the effects of the climate than from 1

them ,1s now lying In the next room sick. 1

cneral Shaffer's insistence upon mal
on. It was tlie impetnoslty of the
y caused them to yield.
lies had been landed under the difficulties
j storms which followed, and our men woi

Spanish bullets. There were many hardsh
It Is. my own son, The lighters that were t

ness of proper management In th» pre-v
The Colonel of that regiment looked a

s that he had only twelve men sick and

rovlded tubs for the use of the men ar

s.t night they were emptied. It was a

v

Jharge of regular army officer*,
to report on the condition of th<

[. If anything was wanted all th;
ibout these officers. To see the
sed was the Secretary of War."
c the responsibility for the mismanagement

Vill leave fit to McKinle^
upon yet," was the reply. "I shall have to
;«tlon made now. If I did, the public
billty upon others. But I hope Cong
1 one. I have nothing; to fear from ii

ps report to you as to the condition of the
e in good condition, that they wanted for i

iper^ licgan to bring news as to the
about it.

s Surgeon-General personally responsible. '

-General. They report to the Commanding
made reports as to the lack of supplies or 1

?r reports began telling it. Then I sent a

sre made known to me the most prompt a:

ncies that existed."

Pays Tribute to Shatter
r ordering the advance on Santiago before s

untry owes a large debt of grntitud<
e would have been there yet, dying i

ery necessity or luxury that has "been i

3 will investigate all the charges mad
r that It was made by interested persoi
ome on K street. He is recovering frt
"We have an army of 250,000 in the
appears to think that the Secretary o

ilous. It is true that every paper relati
for work' or that I am unable to trans

day to secure the welfare and to
care, and no Secretary has ever
Fiew than I, There has not been
>t been a necessity called for that
ot be everywhere to see that his orders
t that every camp that has been establ
n officer of the regular army.

Ier Highly Commends Le
E General Coppinger, a regular army
in charge of General Brooke, a regul;
by General Wade, and Wade was sua

in charge of General Graham. The ci

te of West Point, and has turned out
tter shape than any of the others."
n wells," was suggested,
torted the Secretary, sharply. "He sim
dered the adoption of certain simple sj

he kept his great army corps, statione
2 per cent of his men sick, while cainps

~ uuiHiiiiuii ui. turn rani|.
® needed. If anything was

Yet there is nothing said
would suppose that the 01

Camp commanders i

they wanted lor nothing {

until the newspapers beg;
the War Department ki
AN INTERVIEW.

WASHINGTON. .Aug. 28..Secretar
fended the administration of 1
the shoulders of the officers in

Secretary Alger says that neither
General should be held responsible, and
requisition that has been made, and ev

The Secretary hopes that Congress
himself, but fears the people would say

Secretary Alger was seen at his h
the charges made against him, saying:
Rico, and yet the press of the country
dig every sink for the men. It is ridicu
I do not think that I am incapacitated
that comes before me for attention.

"I liave labored night and
soldiers. That has been my first
perative orders with this end in i

been complied with; there has nc

"But the Secretary of War could n

public seem to have overlooked the faci
well.has been under the command of a

Alg
"That at Tampa was in charge ol

there has been the most sickness, was

Brooke was relieved he was succeeded

WHEELER AND YOUNG. I
BLAMELESS:

. GENERAL LEE.
. GENERAL SHAFTER. i

S CAMP REPORTS MI!
in cnarge 01 regular army
ok after the health of th<
>s, and to see that the m
wanted all that had to be

L about these officers. To
lly person to be criticised w
reported that the men wer

md that each camp was fli
in to bring news of the real
new anything about it..S;

t

y of War Alger, in an interview this
lis department. He places the blame f
charge of those camps,
he, the Surgeon-General, the Quarter:
that it is an outrage to blame them.

MES THE \
/IMANDERS.
CRITICISED:

, GEN. COPPINGER.
GENS. BROOKE, WADE 2
AND BRECKINRIDGE.

GEN. GRAHAM.
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War Department Not
to Blame for Camp

Horrors.

The Secretary Hints That
Line Officers Have Been

Negligent
HE COURTS AN INQUIRY.

Says Commanders of Camps
Failed to Report the Real

Conditions.
/

mmj
>LED HIM. :

a

officers. It was part of J
^ men; to report on the Z
en had everything they Z
done was to ask for it. 2
see the public prints one Z
as the Secretary of War. J
e in good condition, that Z
uely located. It was not Z
condition of things that J
ECRETARY ALGER IK J

»

afternoon given to the Journal, doorthe horrible condition of camp* on
-N

master-General nor the COmmtesBry-
He declares they have filled every

isked for.
e. He would order an InvestlgraOoii
ns.

)m his illness. He was Indignant at
field, scattered from Manila to Porto
f War should locate every camp and
ng to this army passes over my desk.
?act a large proportion of the business

provide for tfie comfort of oar
Issued more direct or more imarequest made that has not
; has not been furnished.
i were carried out. The press and the
ished.and this applies to Santiago as

e.
man. That at Chickamauga, where
ar army officer. And when General
ceeded by General Breckinridge.both
amp at Jacksonville was in charge of
to be the best corps commander we

Lply did his duty, and looker! efter the
initary regulations, and saw to it that
d as It was where on® would naturally
further North have been overrun with

rention of disease was shown at Chickfterthe health of his men as Lrea did
about the same number in hospital at

id compelled them to be used. Duringr
simple enough precaution, yet it was

It was part oftheir business to
sir camps, and to see that the
at had to be done was to ask for
public prints one would suppose

of the camps?" the Secretary wag asked.

yconsult the President about that,
would say that I was endeavoring
ress will order an investigation,
t."
Ir men?"
nothing, &nd that each camp whs finely loreal

condition of things tbM *be

Chey forget that the medical officers in the
officer of the camp, and he is supposed to
the regularly increasing sickness among the
special board of medical officers to inquire
nd energetic measures were taken to have
/

t

supplies had been landed?"
s to him for having done so. If h*
in the trenches before the city,
jally that the only thing that saved
v in ft the advance while our men

ir attack that struck terror to the

which were encountered, the attack would

aid be In the trenches to-day, dying more

ips endured there. One of the victims of

sent were also lost, until finally one lighter ,


